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told her so before he was born; but she was deeply interested in
the shepherds story. The shepherds wondered that their Saviour,
who was to be, as they thought, a great king and ruler, should
be born in a stable, instead of a palace, and for his only cradle
should have a manger. What is a manger? asked Mary. It is a
place where hay is put for the horses and cattle to eat. This one
was full of hay, and made a soft bed for the little babe. The
reason why Mary and her husband were lodging in a stable at
this time was, that they had come to Bethlehem a few days
before, and had found the inn full. A great many strangers were
in the town at the same time, and there was no room left for the
new-comers to sleep...
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