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COUNCIL. THE COMMITTEES CHAPTER | ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC WAR COUNCIL.
PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF ITS ACTIVITIES. MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC WAR COUNCIL. THE
COMMITTEES 1. PURPOSE OF THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC WAR COUNCIL When the declaration of war was made
by the United States against the German Empire every part of the organization of the Church immediately
became solicitous to do its share in assisting the Government. Activities of all kinds were begun by Catholic men
and women in various parts of the country, and individual as well as corporate cooperation with such
movements as the Belgium Relief, the Red Cross, the Liberty Loan, and others became the watchword. Shortly
after the declaration of war, the loyalty of the Catholic Hierarchy, of the clergy and people was pledged anew to
the country, to its Government and to its supreme Executive in a letter to President Wilson, drawn up by the
Archbishops of the United States at their annual meeting in April, 1917, at the Catholic University of America.
The following is the complete text of this important document, which was presented to the President by
Cardinal Gibbons: Standing firmly upon our solid Catholic tradition and history from the very foundation of this
nation, we reaffirm in this hour of stress and trial our most sacred and sincere loyalty and patriotism...
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