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The diachronic development of the English language is marked by the loss of nearly all inflections - except for
the pronouns' inflections. When comparing the Modern English pronoun paradigm to the Old English one,
especially the personal pronouns are worth looking at. For a native German speaker, it stands out that in
Modern English both 'Du' and 'Sie' are translated with only one word, you. In English, there seems to be no
distinction between familiarity and politeness in the second person pronoun. This is true for Modern English, but
not for earlier forms of English. It is interesting to see that between Early Modern English and Modern English
the thou, which would be translated into German as 'Du', was gradually lost and replaced by you, the former
'Sie'. This paper will have a closer look at the Early Modern English distinction between thou for close personal
relationships as well as differentiation between upper and lower class, and you for impersonal relationships,
politeness and respect in Drama. The following chapter will explain what a pronoun is and more precisely also
define the term personal pronoun. The third chapter will introduce and contrast various values of the second
person pronouns thou and you and how their use is distributed during the Early Modern English Period. In the
fourth chapter, this theory will be used to analyse sections from 'Hamlet' by William Shakespeare. It will take a
closer look at which characters use thou and you, why they do it and what that reveals about the characters
themselves and...
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