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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1907 edition. Excerpt: . ABINGDON CHURCH, GLOUCESTER COUNTY, VIRGINIA. BY
THE REV. WILLIAM BYRD LEE, RECTOR. (X it fil HE history of tne Episcopal Church of Virginia has been, u from
the very beginning, a most interesting and eventful | one beyond that of any other diocese in the Union. We
refer the reader to Bishop Meade s Old Churches and Families of Virginia, from which the foregoing quotation
is made. In attempting to write articles on Ware and Abingdon Parishes and their churches, | am embarrassed
by finding the county and church. records almost wholly destroyed up to the year 1830. Many valuable
documents were burned at Jamestown in 1676, when Nathaniel Bacon kindled the first fires of rebellion in the
Colony. Again at Williamsburg, in 1776--the War of the Revolution--many precious documents were consumed
by fire. In 1820 the clerk s office at Botetourt, which is now called Gloucester, the county s old seat, was burned
with its contents. A further fire at Richmond, on April 2, 1865, destroyed all of Gloucester county records. As a
precautionary step, Gloucester being in the lines of the enemy, the records had been carried to Richmond. A
mutilated register of Abingdon Parish, from 1677 to 1761, and a like uninjured vestry book of Petsworth Parish,
in that county, is all that remains from the fires prior to and including that of 1820. From these old books and
other fragments of history we get a dim light of Colonial...
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