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must continue to make accurate information avail-able, and we need to avoid confusing the women for whom
this issue is so vitally important. | hope, as we all do, that we will soon arrive at answers to the many questions
before us on this matter. In the end, the most important conclusion to reach will be one that offers more
effective screening and treatment options for women. This week | was pleased to join Senator Dianne Feinstein,
your-self Chairwoman Mikulski and many of our other colleagues in co-sponsoring The National Cancer Act of
2002. It is a modernization and enhancement of the original National Cancer Act of 1971, which was a result of
President Richard Nixons war on cancer. This legislation would increase funding for the National Cancer In-
stitute ( NCI ), provide incentives and increased compensation for re-searchers and physicians, and improve
and expand the recruitment and training of health care workers who serve in underprivileged areas and areas
with high rates of cancer. A major provision of the bill would allow the NCI to fully fund 40 percent of the
research grant applications received, which is considerably higher than the current level of 28 . In a time when
cancer is claiming the lives of over 500, 000 Americans per year, and 1 in 8 women will develop breast cancer in
the course of their lives, it is clear to me that we must continue to increase our investments in life-saving cancer
research. Thank you for organizing these important hearings today, and | am look-ing forward to learning
more from our witnesses. | know it...
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