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Oxford University Press, Canada. Hardback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, The Greatest Victory: Canada's
One Hundred Days, 1918, J. L. Granatstein, The battle of Vimy Ridge in April 1917 is a much celebrated moment
in both Canadian and European military history. Vimy was a costly success. While it did improve military and
public morale, the reality is that it was more of a symbolic victory than a strategic one (the Germans retreated
a few miles and many lives had been lost). Surprisingly, few Canadians are familiar with the real story of
Canadian military success and sacrifice: the Hundred Days that led to the end of the war. Beginning on August
8, 1918, the Canadian Corps launched a series of attacks that took Amiens, crossed the Canal du Nord, smashed
the Hindenburg Line, took Cambrai and Valenciennes, and defeated a quarter of the German Army in the field.
On the morning of August 8, following the Canadian-led attack, German commander and joint head of the
German army Erich Ludendorff called it "the Black Day of the German Army." In the hundred days that
preceded the Armistice on November 11, 1918, the Canadian Corps made its greatest contribution to the Allied
victory in World War 1 and, without question, the greatest contribution any Canadian force has ever made in
battle. The 100,000 soldiers of the four Canadian divisions fought a mobile war that was revolutionary in its
effectiveness and, as Jack Granatstein argues, would influence the course of subsequent fighting, particularly in
World War 2. With 45,000 casualties in three months (almost a quarter of Canadian casualties during the whole
four years of the war), however, the costs were heavy. These Canadian-led assaults changed Allied fighting
from static defensive positions to a war of mobility, technology, and smart coordination. How did Canadians...
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